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Local Drought Impact Groups

LDIGs are contributing:
In Person and via Dial-In
Current Conditions Including Vegetation 
Information on Local Impacts
Precipitation Variability and Totals
Verification of Drought Status



MTC Highlights
• Monthly Meetings to Analyze Data + Provide Status 

– LDIG Participation via Tele-conference
– Lengthened Long Term Update to Quarterly 
– Drought Monitor Author Participation via Dial-in 

• Continued Expansion and Distribution of Monthly Updates via:
– Press Release
– ADWR + AFWS Web sites
– Local Distribution by LDIGS

• Numerous Interactions with Established LDIGs (Cochise, Yavapai, 
Santa Cruz, Pinal, Pima, Graham/Greenlee, and Navajo Counties)
– Spinning up LDIGs in Apache and Mohave Counties
– LDIGs ”Coming Soon” in Coconino, Maricopa, La Paz, Yuma 

and Gila Counties

• Arizona Drought Impacts Reporting System Nearing Completion



Drought Monitoring Technical Committee 
Projects

• Spinning up LDIGs in Apache and Mohave Counties

• LDIG Expansion to include Coconino, Maricopa, La Paz 
Mohave, Yuma and Gila Counties

• Continue Integration and Expanded Distribution of 
Drought Information on the Web + Press Releases

• Sensitivity Analysis of Present Drought Model

• Develop A Dynamic Drought Index Web Tool

• Implemented the New and Improved Drought Impacts 
Reporting System:  AZ DroughtWatch



Drought Impact Reports



AZDroughtWatch.org

Impact Summaries
- By Basin
- By County

Spreadsheet-Based

Impact
Reference Guide



Impacts User Guide



Impact Spreadsheet



The National Drought 
Perspective…







PoP Q-U-I-Z !!!!



2008 Monsoon Season
Total Precipitation



2008 Monsoon Season
Percent of Normal Precipitation





Year-to-year Average Precipitation over Maricopa County 
(from the FCDMC)



0.62” 7/10 0.66” 8/25

Salt + Verde

normal

Courtesy SRP/WRO

Salt System – 90% Full
Verde System – 58% Full

Total – 86% Full
One Year Ago – 52% Full

Normal
2008



Short Term Status Comparison

October 2007 October 2008



Precipitation Comparison
Water Year - 2007 Water Year – 2008



Precipitation Comparison

Water Year- 2005 Water Year 2008



Reservoir Status



Long Term Status Maps
October 2007 October 2008



Short Term

and 

Long Range Outlooks



8 to 14 Day Outlook



Temperature Outlook

November through January 2009 February through April 2009



Precipitation Outlook

November through January 2009 February through April 2009



A Closing Thought …



P-L-E-A-S-E Remember…

Jade Kathryn Craig

Our Drought

Planning Efforts

are for

HER Generation!



Thank You !!


